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BITS RATNA AWARD 2025

Mr. Prem Jain

Prem Jain obtained his B.E. Electrical Engineering from BITS Pilani, Pilani Campus, in
the year 1973. Prem is a prominent figure in the global technology industry, renowned
for his leadership in networking and data center innovations. He furthered his education
with a Master's degree in Electrical and Computer Sciences from the University of
California, Davis (1975-1977).

Prem’s illustrious career includes a 23-year tenure at Cisco Systems, where he was
instrumental in developing several groundbreaking products. As the Senior Vice
President and General Manager of the Insieme Business Unit, he led the development
of Software Defined Networking (SDN/ACI) products and next-generation data center
switches. Insieme Networks, a startup he co-founded, was acquired by Cisco in
December 2013. In 2017, Jain co-founded Pensando Systems, a cloud and enterprise data center startup, which AMD
acquired in May 2022 for $1.9 billion. Following the acquisition, he assumed the role of Senior Vice President and General
Manager of the Networking Solutions Group at AMD.

Prem has received numerous accolades throughout his career for his contributions to the technology sector. He received
the BITS Pilani Distinguished Alumnus Award in 2012 and the JAINA Ratna Award in 2021. In 2018, he established the
Prem Chand Jain Family Presidential Chair for Innovation and Entrepreneurship at the UC Davis College of Engineering.
Beyond his professional achievements, Prem is actively involved in philanthropic and community initiatives. He served
as the President of JAINA from 2013 to 2015 and is the founding Chairman of JITO USA, where he continues to contribute
to the organization’s mission.

Currently, Prem serves as Chairperson of BITSAA International, the official alumni led organization of BITS Pilani. Under
his leadership, BITSAA has fostered close collaboration with BITS Pilani, where Prem himself has been leading
fundraising conversations with many HNI BITSians, helping in achieving our funding targets.

In recognition of his outstanding contributions to the industry, entrepreneurship, and philanthropic efforts towards BITS
Pilani and society at large, Prem Jain is being conferred with BITS Ratna award. Through his achievements, Prem Jain
has brought glory and laurels to his Alma Mater — BITS Pilani.

Mr. Sid Mookeriji

Sid Mookerji obtained his B.E. Electrical and Electronics Engineering from BITS Pilani,
Pilani Campus, in the year 1988. Sid Mookerji is a seasoned entrepreneur and venture
capitalist widely recognized for his significant contributions to retail technology and
startup ecosystems in the United States and India. In 1994, he founded Software
Paradigms International (SPI), which provided IT solutions to over 350 retailers
worldwide, including major clients such as Macy’s, Walmart, and Procter & Gamble.
Under his leadership, SPI expanded its operations to eight countries before being
acquired by Cognizant in 2018. Currently Sid serves as the Founder and Managing
Partner of Silicon Road Ventures, venture fund focused on supporting commerce
technology startups. He also leads Silver Spirit Global, an organization that fosters
innovation by developlng technology parks across India and the United States.

Deeply committed to social impact, he actively promotes philanthropic initiatives through the Mookerji Foundation,
supporting education, healthcare, and entrepreneurship initiatives in India and the U.S. Sid is widely respected for
mentoring startup founders and championing innovation ecosystems, making him a dynamic force connecting
technology, venture building, and social good.

Sid has been instrumental in establishing the BITS Foundation USA, a registered 501(c)(3) charitable organization in the
USA. The entity would help BITS Pilani raise funds from alumni directly, improving trust and confidence in the institute.

Sid has won many accolades that include, Coles College of Business at Kennesaw State University, Hall of Fame
Induction in Siggie Awards — Horizon Award in 2021, Excellence in IT Exports (from Government of India) Award for nine
consecutive years from 2008 to 2016, and multiple academic honors at Emory University. His firm, SPI, was recognized
among Georgia’s Fast 40 companies.

In recognition of his outstanding contributions to the industry, entrepreneurship, and philanthropic efforts towards BITS
Pilani and society at large, Sid Mookerji is being conferred with BITS Ratna award. Through his achievements, Sid
Mookerji has brought glory and laurels to his Alima Mater — BITS Pilani.
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MEMORIAL AWARDS- 2025

1. Prof Suman Kapur Memorial Best Ph.D. Thesis Award - 2025 in the area of Biological Sciences has been conferred
upon Mr. Shubham Arun Salunkhe (ID No. 2020PHXF0002P) from the department of Pharmacy. The award has
been constituted by Mr. Sushil Kabra and Mr. Suresh Kabra, brothers of Late Prof. Suman Kapur, Senior Professor
at BITS Pilani, to recognize outstanding research and motivate others to pursue excellence in area in Biological
Sciences or related fields.

2. VNMM Award for Outstanding Research Work in the field of Mechanical Engineering - 2025 has been conferred
upon Mr. Devendra Kumar Vishwakarma (2019PHXF0451P). The VNMM Ph.D. award has been constituted
by Virendra Nath Malti Mital Trust, and it aims to acknowledge and foster exceptional research endeavors in the
field of Mechanical Engineering.

3. Shri Bahadur Chand Memorial Award for Excellence in Electrical & Electronics Engineering - 2025 has been
conferred upon Mr. Date Kedar Anand (ID No. 2021A3B52396P) — the first rank holder in the EEE discipline and
Mr. Gopalchetty Tejaswi (ID No. 2021A3PS2384P) — the second position holder in the EEE discipline. The award
has been constituted by Mrs Bindu Singh, daughter and Mr. Narinder J. Singh, son-in-law of Late Shri
Bahadur Chand, an alumnus of Birla Engineering College, to encourage and inspire BITSians to pursue excellence
in the area of Electrical & Electronics Engineering.

4. Sneh Vardhan Memorial Award for Excellence in Civil Engineering — 2025 has been conferred upon Mr. Sanskar
Sharma (ID No. 2021A2TS1592P) and Ms. Ravisha Gambhir (ID No. 2021A2PS2623P) to recognize the “Best
Outgoing Undergraduate Male and Female Students in Civil Engineering. This award has been instituted by Prof.
Shamsher Bahadur Singh, Senior Professor, Department of Civil Engineering, BITS Pilani in loving memory of his
beloved son (Late) Mr. Sneh Vardhan through Sneh Vardhan Memorial Foundation. The purpose of this award is to
pay tribute to Mr. Sneh Vardhan and encourage civil engineering undergraduate students to achieve all round
excellence in their academic journey at BITS Pilani. The awards will include a cash prize of Rs. 25,000/- along with
a medal and citation.

DISTINGUISHED ALUMNUS AWARDS - 2025

Prof. Amit Sheth (For his contributions and support in the field of Academia and Research)

Prof. Amit Sheth obtained his Bachelor of Engineering in Electrical and Electronics
Engineering from BITS Pilani in the year 1981. He pursued higher studies at The Ohio State
University, earning a Master of Science in 1983 and a Ph.D. in 1985.

Prof. Sheth is an eminent educator, researcher, and entrepreneur. He is currently the NCR
Chair and a Professor of Computer Science and Engineering at the Molinaroli College of
Engineering and Computing, University of South Carolina. As the founding director, he grew
the university-wide Al Institute to ~50 researchers and worldwide reputation. Prof. Sheth is a
Fellow of IEEE, AAAI, AAAS, ACM and AAIA, recognized for his pioneering contributions to
information integration, distributed workflow processes, semantics, and knowledge-enhanced

computing.

With a prolific research career, Prof. Sheth has authored well over 1000 research publications with over 63,000 citations,
with an impressive h-index of 122. He has secured over $33 million in competitive research funding from prestigious
organizations, including the National Science Foundation (NSF), National Institutes of Health (NIH), and the Defense
Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA).

Beyond academia, Prof. Sheth is a successful entrepreneur, having founded or co-founded four companies, three of
which are based on his university research. His ground breaking work on Semantic Search driven by Knowledge Graph,
laid the foundation for technology similar to Google semantic search 12 years later. Additionally, his research led to
deployed applications, products and commercial ventures impacting diverse sectors such as healthcare, disaster
management, and social good.

Prof. Sheth’s contributions have been widely recognized with numerous awards, including the IEEE Computer Society
W. Wallace McDowell Award (2023), the IEEE TCSVC Research Innovation Award (2020), Ohio State University’s
Alumni Academic Excellence (2018). His influence extends to shaping the next generation of scholars, with around 50
of his Ph.D. advisees and postdocs achieving success in academia, industry research, and entrepreneurship.

The Distinguished Alumnus Award for the year 2025 in the category of Academia and Research is awarded to Prof. Amit
Sheth, in recognition of his outstanding contributions to the field of Artificial Intelligence, Semantic Web, and Knowledge-
Enhanced Computing. Through his achievements, Prof. Amit Sheth has brought glory and laurels to his Alma Mater —
BITS Pilani.

Prof. Arun Rai (For his contributions and support in the field of Academia and Research)

Prof. Arun Rai obtained his Master of Science in Science and Technology Development from
BITS Pilani in the year 1985, MBA from Clarion University of Pennsylvania in 1987, and Ph.D.
from Kent State University in 1990.

A globally recognized scholar in the fields of information systems, digital innovation, and
artificial intelligence, Prof. Rai is Regents’ Professor of the University System of Georgia and
holds the Howard S. Starks Distinguished Chair at Georgia State University’s Robinson College
of Business. He co-founded the college’s Center for Digital Innovation and serves as its
Director, leading research and education on digital innovation and Al-enabled transformation.

Prof. Rai’s research demonstrates how digital innovations can be conceived, deployed, and
governed to create value. His work has advanced the understanding of digital transformation across various areas,
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including organizations, markets, supply chains, and healthcare; digital platforms and online collectives; and Al
governance and human—Al augmentation. His current work explores how Al can amplify human and organizational
potential while proactively managing its risks.

His scholarship has also delivered significant societal impact in high-stakes domains, informing initiatives that alleviate
poverty, bridge digital and health divide, reduce infant mortality, promote ethical Al adoption, and help ex-offenders re-
enter the workforce through the gig economy.

He is among the discipline’s most prolific and cited authors—and one of its most respected and decorated scholars. He
has published more than 275 peer-reviewed articles, including over 135 in top-tier journals such as MIS Quarterly,
Information Systems Research, and Management Science. Scopus records 193 documents, 16,525 citations, and an h-
index of 56, while a Stanford bibliometric study ranks him in the top 0.25 percent of Information Systems scholars
worldwide. He also served as Editor-in-Chief of the MIS Quarterly (2016 — 2025), the discipline’s premier journal.

Prof. Rai’s contributions have earned the most prestigious honors in business and information systems, including the
Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB) Influential Leader Award for Research Impact (2024);
Association for Information Systems (AIS) Impact Award (2022); INFORMS Information Systems Society (ISS) Practical
Impacts Award (2022); AIS LEO Award for Lifetime Exceptional Contributions (2019); the INFORMS ISS Distinguished
Fellow Award (2014); and AIS Fellow Award (2010).

The Distinguished Alumnus Award for the year 2025 in the category of Academia and Research is conferred on Prof.
Arun Rai, in recognition of his outstanding contributions to Information Systems, Digital Innovation, and Artificial
Intelligence. Through his achievements, Prof. Arun Rai has brought glory and laurels to his Alma Mater — BITS Pilani.

Mr. Arvind Mathew For his contributions and support in the field of Corporate Leadership)

Arvind Mathew obtained his Bachelor of Engineering in Mechanical Engineering from BITS
Pilani in the year 1982. With a distinguished career spanning over 35 years, Arvind is a
respected leader in the automotive indus try, known for his strategic leadership and
transformative contributions across major global organizations.

Arvind began his career in Michigan, with Ford Motor Company. After assignments in Germany,
Spain, Turkey, and the UK, he returned to India to run Ford’s local operations as Managing
Director. During his tenure, he was instrumental in expanding the company’s manufacturing
capacity and helped establish Ford as a significant player in the Indian automotive market. His
leadership at Ford was marked by a focus on operational excellence and sustainable growth.

Following his stint at Ford, Arvind headed Tata Advanced Materials, which was on the forefront of manufacturing carbon
fiber components for the aerospace and defense industries. His journey continued at Mahindra & Mahindra, where he
served as CEO of Mahindra Electric Mobility Limited, and later as Chief of International Operations, where he was
responsible for exports of all Mahindra products, from motorcycles to heavy trucks. While at Mahindra, he also served
on the Boards of many Group companies.

In 2022, Arvind was appointed as Director and Member of the Risk Management Committee at AAPICO Hitech Public
Company Limited, a leading Thailand-based automotive components manufacturer. His experience in strategic planning,
international operations, and sustainable mobility has made him a trusted advisor and mentor in the industry.

The Distinguished Alumnus Award for the year 2025 in the category of Corporate Leadership is awarded to Arvind
Mathew, in recognition of his outstanding contributions to the field of automotive manufacturing and sustainable mobility.
Through his achievements, Arvind Mathew has brought glory and laurels to his Alma Mater — BITS Pilani.

Mr. Vijay Kedia (For his contributions and support in the field of Corporate Leadership)

Vijay Kedia obtained his Bachelor of Engineering in Electrical and Electronics Engineering from
BITS Pilani in the year 1983. He is a pioneering leader in the fintech industry and currently
serves as the CEO of FlexTrade, a globally recognized leader in trading technology solutions.

Vijay’s journey in the world of technology and finance began with FONAR Corporation, where
he worked alongside the inventor of magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) technology. His early
experience in real-time programming for MRI systems honed his technical expertise and laid
the foundation for his future innovations. He later transitioned to the financial sector, working
on the program trading desk at Bear Stearns, where he gained firsthand experience in the world
of high-speed trading.

In 1996, Vijay founded FlexTrade, a fintech company that revolutionized the trading technology space. Under his
leadership, FlexTrade introduced the industry’s first trading system that allowed clients to design and control their
proprietary algorithms while maintaining the confidentiality of their trading strategies. This groundbreaking innovation
positioned FlexTrade as a category leader, earning the company numerous industry awards and recognition. In 2018,
Vijay was named among Institutional Investor's Top 40 Leaders in Trading Technology, reflecting his influence and
leadership in the fintech sector.

Beyond his achievements at FlexTrade, Vijay is recognized for his commitment to innovation, data security, and client
empowerment. His leadership has not only driven the success of FlexTrade but has also set new standards for
transparency and customization in trading technology.

Vijay has been nominated for Wall Street’s prestigious Markets Media CEO of the Year award, a testament to his
leadership and impact on the global trading technology landscape.

The Distinguished Alumnus Award for the year 2025 in the category of Corporate Leadership is awarded to Vijay Kedia,
in recognition of his outstanding contributions to the field of fintech and trading technology. Through his achievements,
Vijay Kedia has brought glory and laurels to his Alma Mater — BITS Pilani.
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Mr. Ram Gupta (For his contributions and support in the field of Corporate Leadershi

Ram Gupta obtained his Bachelor of Engineering in Electrical and Electronics from BITS Pilani in
the year 1985 and earned a Master of Science in Computer Engineering from the University of
assachusetts, Amherst. Ram, a distinguished technology executive and investor, has made
transformative contributions to the software and cloud computing industries.

With a career spanning several decades, Ram has been part of leadership teams that have created
over $15 billion in market capitalization through three IPOs and ten acquisitions. As an investor
and board executive, he serves on the boards of multiple high-growth companies, including
Postman Inc., Sanas Inc., Joveo Inc., Simplilearn Inc., HackerEarth Inc. etc. His extensive experience also includes
board roles at Progress Software (PRGS), S1 Corporation (acquired by ACI), Platform Computing (acquired by IBM),
Persistent Systems (IPO: PRST), Yodlee (IPO: YDLE), and several other leading technology companies.

Ram’s executive leadership journey includes serving as President and CEO of Cast Iron Systems, a pioneering venture
in cloud-based application integration technology, which was later acquired by IBM. At PeopleSoft Inc., where he was
Executive Vice President, he led strategy, marketing, development, and mergers and acquisitions, helping the company
grow its market capitalization from $3 billion to $10 billion before its acquisition by Oracle. His leadership at WebMD
Health Corp. was pivotal in transforming the company from a startup to a publicly listed organization with a market cap
exceeding $2 billion. Beyond corporate leadership, Ram is an active mentor and advisor in the Silicon Valley venture
capital ecosystem. He serves as a strategic advisor to Altos Ventures and has previously advised Nexus Venture
Partners and Kalaari Capital. His mentorship has been instrumental in scaling several startups and driving innovation
across industries.

Ram has made notable contributions to technology, holding several U.S. patents and being a member of MENSA, a
recognition of his high intellectual aptitude. His pioneering work on healthcare integration platforms earned him the
prestigious Smithsonian Computer World "Search for the Heroes" Award in 2000. He was also chosen by Marquis as
Who's Who in the World in 2005. The Distinguished Alumnus Award for the year 2025 in the category of Corporate
Leadership is awarded to Ram Gupta, in recognition of his outstanding contributions to the field of software, cloud
computing, and technology leadership. Through his achievements, Ram Gupta has brought glory and laurels to his Alma
Mater — BITS Pilani.

Mr. Sanjeev Kumar (For his contributions and support in the field of Corporate Leadership)

_ Sanjeev Kumar obtained his Master of Engineering in Electronics and Control from BITS Pilani in
the year 1991. He also holds an MBA from the Faculty of Management Studies (FMS), University
= of Delhi. Sanjeev is cu rrently the Chairman and Managing Director (CMD) of Telecommunications
Consultants India Limited (TCIL), a Miniratna public sector undertaking under the Department of
Telecommunications, Ministry of Communications, Government of India.

/}‘ v With over three decades of experience in the telecommunications sector, Sanjeev began his career

e as an Indian Telecommunication Service (ITS) officer in 1988. Before taking the helm at TCIL in
January 2021, he served as Director (Technical) at Mahanagar Telephone Nigam Limited (MTNL), where he led strategic
initiatives, including the revival plan of MTNL in 2019 and the successful implementation of a Voluntary Retirement
Scheme (VRS) for nearly 17,500 employees.

Under SanjeevV's leadership, TCIL transformed from a loss-making entity to a profitable organization. He also played a
key role in the turnaround of TCIL’s joint venture company, Bharti Hexacom Ltd (BHL), guiding it from losses to sustained
profitability. Beyond financial success, Sanjeev has made significant contributions to society by providing first-time
telecom facilities to some of the remotest and most challenging regions in India, including Siachen Base, Nubra Valley,
Lahaul-Spiti Valley, Kedarnath and Nort-East region. His efforts have improved connectivity in difficult terrains,
contributing to national development and security.

Sanjeev’s exemplary leadership has been recognized with numerous awards, including the 'CMD Leadership Award'
(March 2024), 'Best CEO of the Year' (March 2024), 'Business Leader of the Year (PSU)' (February 2024), 'PSU
Samarpan Award' (May 2024), 'CEO of the Year Award in IT & Telecommunication Category' (March 2024), and the
'EKLAVYA Award' (June 2024), ‘PSU Leadership award’ for Organisational Transformation in Dec-2024, “CMD of The
Year” award in Feb-2025, “PSU Leadership Award- CMD” and “Excellence in Infra Development” award in Feb-2025.
During his tenure TCIL has been awarded as “Company of the Year” for FY 2024-25. The Distinguished Alumnus Award
for the year 2025 in the category of Corporate Leadership is awarded to Sanjeev Kumar, in recognition of his outstanding
contributions to the field of telecommunications and corporate leadership. Through his achievements, Sanjeev Kumar
has brought glory and laurels to his Alma Mater — BITS Pilani.

Mr. Gulu Mirchandani (For his contributions and support in the field of Entrepreneurship)

Gulu Mirchandani obtained his Bachelor’'s degree in Mechanical Engineering from BITS Pilani,
Pilani Campus in the year 1966. Gulu is a pioneering entrepreneur, industrialist, and visionary
business leader. He is bes t known as the Founder Chairman of the Onida Group, with its flagship
company, MIRC Electronics Ltd., established in 1981. Under his leadership, Onida emerged as
one of India’s most iconic consumer electronics brands, known for its cutting-edge products and
memorable marketing campaigns, including the legendary slogan “Neighbour’'s Envy, Owner’s
Pride.”

Beyond Onida, Gulu has played a pivotal role in shaping India’s technology and electronics landscape. He was
instrumental in founding Iwai Electronics and also served as Chairman of Fractal Analytics, a leading company in big
data and Al. He has also contributed significantly to several corporate boards, including Shoppers Stop, VIP Industries,
and KEC International. He has supported the new generation of entrepreneurs by funding and mentoring several
organisations at their seed stage.
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Gulu’s contributions extend well beyond the business world. He served as President of the Consumer Electronics & TV
Manufacturer Association (CETMA) for two consecutive terms in 1992 and 1994, where he championed industry
collaboration, innovation, and regulatory advocacy, significantly contributing to the growth of India’s consumer electronics
industry. Through his ventures and leadership, he has helped democratize technology for millions, fostering widespread
digital adoption in India. He was also given the Lifetime Achievement Award by the Consumer Electronics & Appliances
Manufacturers Association (CEAMA) in 2019.

The Distinguished Alumnus Award for the year 2025 in the category of Entrepreneurship is awarded to Gulu Mirchandani,
in recognition of his outstanding contributions to the field of Entrepreneurship. Through his achievements, Gulu
Mirchandani has brought glory and laurels to his Alma Mater — BITS Pilani.

Mr. Atul B. Lall (For his contributions and support in the field of Entrepreneurship & Philanthropy)

Atul B. Lall obtained his Master of Management Studies (MMS) from BITS Pilani in the year 1984.
He is currently the Vice Chairman and Managing Director of Dixon Technologies (India) Limited, the
country’s largest electronic manufacturing services (EMS) company. Under his leadership, Dixon
has achieved remarkable growth, establishing itself as a leader in electronics manufacturing.

Atul co-founded Dixon in 1 993, starting with a modest setup and a single product line - color
televisions. Over the past three decades, he has transformed Dixon into a manufacturing owerhouse
with multiple state-of-the-art facilities and a diverse product portfolio that includes LED TVs, washing
machines, refrigerators, mobile phones, hearables & wearables, laptops, telecom, and lighting products. Atul’s vision
and commitment to operational excellence have made Dixon a trusted partner for global brands.

He served as President (2023-2024) of the Electronic Industries Association of India (ELCINA) - a fifty-year-old apex
body representing over 300 members from the electronics industry. During his tenure, ELCINA played a key role in
advocating with the Government of India and supporting the formulation of a comprehensive Policy on Electronic
Components (excluding semiconductors). He is also a Member of the Technical Committee for EMS, Ministry of
Electronics and Information Technology, Government of India.

Atul is the Founder-Trustee of Plaksha University in Punjab, a technology and research institution dedicated to
reimagining engineering education in India. Additionally, he is a Visiting Faculty member at the Masters’ Union School
of Business in Gurugram, where he teaches courses on Manufacturing Excellence and Corporate Finance.

Beyond his corporate achievements, Atul is a thought leader who has translated the Bhagavad Gita into simple,
accessible English. Largely influenced by the Gita, Atul believes that the teachings of Gita are even more relevant in
today’s world. He genuinely feels that reading his easy translation can help many navigate the competitive landscape of
modern business.

Atul’s leadership has been widely recognized with several prestigious awards, including the Best CEO by Fortune India
in the Consumer Durables category (2024), the Man of Consumer Electronics — OEM award by CEAMA (2022-23), and
the Golden Peacock Award for Corporate Governance (2021 and 2024).

The Distinguished Alumnus Award for the year 2025 in the category of Entrepreneurship & Philanthropy is awarded to
Atul B. Lall, in recognition of his outstanding contributions to the field of electronics manufacturing, policy advocacy, and
education. Through his achievements, Atul B. Lall has brought glory and laurels to his Alima Mater — BITS Pilani.

Mr. Krishna Narayanaswamy (For his contributions and support in the field of Entrepreneurship)

Krishna Narayanaswamy obtained his Bachelor of Engineering in Electrical and Electronics
Engineering in the year 1987. He is the Founder and Chief Technology Officer (CTO) of Netskope,
a globally r ecognized leader in cloud security and Secure Access Service Edge (SASE) solutions.
With over 25 years of experience in cybersecurity, Krishna is celebrated as a pioneer in deep packet
inspection, behavioral anomaly detection, and network security and holds over 100 patents in these
areas.

At Netskope, Krishna has led the company’s data science and user behavior analytics initiatives, developing advanced
solutions that help enterprises secure data and manage threats across cloud services, web, and private applications.
Under his leadership, Netskope has emerged as a trusted name in cloud security, protecting the digital assets of some
of the world’s largest organizations.

Before founding Netskope, Krishna served as a Distinguished Engineer at Juniper Networks, where he was instrumental
in architecting next-generation firewall technologies. He also founded Top Layer Networks, a company specializing in
advanced network security and load balancing solutions. His early career included impactful roles at FORE Systems and
Digital Equipment Corporation, where he contributed to foundational technologies in networking.

Beyond his corporate achievements, Krishna is a respected thought leader in the field of cybersecurity. He is a prolific
writer and speaker, sharing his expertise at industry conferences and contributing to leading publications. His insights
have helped shape best practices for securing digital infrastructures, making him a trusted voice in the global
cybersecurity community.

The Distinguished Alumnus Award for the year 2025 in the category of Entrepreneurship is awarded to Krishna
Narayanaswamy, in recognition of his outstanding contributions to the field of cybersecurity and cloud security. Through
his achievements, Krishna Narayanaswamy has brought glory and laurels to his Alima Mater — BITS Pilani.
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Mr. Ramki Gaddipati (For his contributions and support in the field of Entrepreneurshi

Ramki Gaddipati obtained his Master of Management Studies (MMS) from BITS Pilani in the
year 2002. He is the Co-Founder, Global Chief Technology Officer (CTO), and APAC CEO of
Zeta, a pioneering fintech company revolutionizing banking and payment solutions worldwide.
With a career spanning over two decades, Ramki is recognized for his passion for product
engineering, innovation, and leadership in the technology sector.

Ramki’s entrepreneurial journey began in 2004 when he co-founded Bridle Information and
Technology Solutions, a software company focused on creating mobile applications for the
education and healthcare sectors. One of his notable creations, "SchoolMATE," an educational
platform, gained significant traction in Andhra Pradesh, serving tens of thousands of parents. His early success earned
him recognition as one of Asia’s Best Entrepreneurs Under 25 by BusinessWeek in 2006.

Ramki’s career further advanced through key roles at Morgan Stanley, where he led the development of middleware
products, and at Directi, where he served as Senior Director of Software Engineering. At Directi, he was instrumental in
building scalable, fault-tolerant distributed services, contributing to the company’s technological excellence.

In 2015, Ramki co-founded Zeta alongside Bhavin Turakhia. As the Global CTO and APAC CEO, he has been a driving
force behind Zeta’'s strategic growth and technological innovation. Under his leadership, Zeta has developed
groundbreaking solutions, including the "Tachyon" credit processing platform and "Digital Credit as a Service," which
have reshaped the fintech landscape. His commitment to innovation has positioned Zeta as a global leader in modern
banking technology.

Beyond his corporate achievements, Ramki is an active angel investor, supporting startups in the Edu-Tech, Design, and
Software sectors. His investments reflect his commitment to fostering innovation and nurturing the next generation of
entrepreneurs.

Ramki’s leadership has been widely recognized, with Zeta and its clients receiving numerous industry awards, including
the Celent Model Bank Award for Payments Innovation (2024), Tearsheet’s Big Bank Theory Award for Best Banking
Card Product (2024), Finovate West Digital 'Best of Show' Award (2020), Aite-Novarica Group’s Retail Banking Fintech
of the Year (2022), and recognition in CB Insights' Fintech 250 List (20 22).

The Distinguished Alumnus Award for the year 2025 in the category of Entrepreneurship is awarded to Ramki Gaddipati,
in recognition of his outstanding contributions to the field of fintech and technology innovation. Through his achievements,
Ramki Gaddipati has brought glory and laurels to his Alma Mater — BITS Pilani.

Mr. B. N. Reddy (For his contributions and support in the field of Public Life)

B. N. Reddy obtained his Bachelor’'s degree in Mechanical Engineering from BITS Pilani in
1987. He also completed Master of Technology (M. Tech) in Thermal Engineering from IIT
Bombay in 1991.

Reddy is a distinguished Indian diplomat and a 1993-batch officer of the Indian Foreign Service
(IFS) with a career spanning over three decades, he has played a contributory role in advancing
India’s foreign relations with several countries. Since September 2021, he has been serving as
the High Commissioner of India to Malaysia, where he leads strategic bilateral initiatives and
promotes Indian interests in Malaysia and beyond.

Throughout his career, Reddy held several important positions in the Government of India, including Chef de Cabinet in
the Office of the Minister for External Affairs (2011-2013), and head of the International Cooperation Division in the
Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas (2019-2021), where he drove global energy collaborations, including in the
founding of the Centre of Excellence in Oil, Gas & Energy at IIT Bombay. He was also the Government nominee on the
Boards of ONGC Videsh Ltd. (OVL), Engineers India Ltd. (EIL) and Oil India Ltd. (OIL) during 2019-21 period. Prior to it,
he had also served as India’s High Commissioner to Nigeria, and concurrently accredited as India’s Ambassador to
Benin, Chad and Cameron. He also served in the Indian Missions to the United Nations (UN) at New York (2005-08) and
at Geneva (2013-16).

Reddy has contributed significantly to fostering innovation, diplomacy, and people-to-people exchanges. He has
championed digital economy initiatives such as the Malaysia-India Digital Council and helped launch the India-Malaysia
Startup Bridge to support Indian startups establishing a footprint in Southeast Asia. His efforts have deepened trade,
innovation and technological ties with Malaysia.

He has also been instrumental in strengthening India’s people-to-people exchanges and cultural diplomacy, by way of
supporting diaspora-focused initiatives including the first-ever Persons of India Origin (PIO) Day or Aprawasi Diwas in
Malaysia; organizing major heritage events and the launch of “Confluence: Samagam — Language Series” to preserve
and promote eight Indian languages among overseas Indian communities in Malaysia.

The Distinguished Alumnus Award for the year 2025 in the category of Public Life is awarded to B. N. Reddy, in
recognition of his outstanding contributions to Indian diplomacy and public service. Through his achievements, B. N.
Reddy has brought glory and laurels to his Alma Mater — BITS Pilani.
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DISTINGUISHED SERVICES AWARDS -2025

Mr. Navaratna (Norton) Kothari (For his significant contribution to BITS Pilani and Societ

Navaratna (Norton) Kothari obtained his B.E. (Hons.) with Gold Medal from BITS Pilani in the
year 1969. He did his Master of Engineering from Cornell University in 1970 and MBA from
Bridgeport University, Conne cticut (USA). He is the Chairman of the Kothari Group, a prominent
Indo-Canadian enterprise engaged in real estate development, hospitality, and financial
services. A visionary entrepreneur, Mr. Kothari has built a legacy of excellence through his
business acumen, philanthropy, and community leadership spanning both Canada and India.

As Chairman of the Kothari Group, Mr. Kothari has led several landmark real estate projects—
initially in Guwahati and later across Canada. His ventures include hotels under Marriott, Hilton,
and Hyatt franchises, with three more under construction. The group has also developed
thousands of condominiums in Winnipeg and holds a significant mortgage lending portfolio across Canada.

His philanthropic efforts through the Kothari Family Foundation have contributed millions to causes such as Trillium
Health Partners, the Canadian Museum for Human Rights, and the University of Waterloo. In India, the Foundation has
adopted over 100 Ekal Vidyalayas in Kashmir, provided oxygen plants and ventilators during COVID-19, and supported
institutions like Vedic Vidyalaya and Manav Seva Trust in Indore.

A strong advocate for education, Mr. Kothari has established perpetual scholarships at both the University of Waterloo
and BITS Pilani, helping to open doors for bright and deserving students. His support has fostered opportunities for
academic excellence and empowered youth from diverse backgrounds.

As a Governing Member of the Canada India Foundation (CIF), Mr. Kothari has played an integral role in advancing
bilateral ties between Canada and India. CIF’'s work in policy advocacy, diaspora engagement, and cross-border
collaboration has been greatly enriched by his contributions.

After serving on the Board of Trillium Health Partners Foundation (THPF), the largest hospital in Canada, Mr. Kothari is
now Life-time Director Emeritus of THPF. During his tenure as a Board member, he was instrumental in raising close to
60 million Canadian dollars from Indo-Canadians for the hospital.

In recognition of his exemplary community service and philanthropic leadership, Mr. Kothari was awarded the King
Clancy Award in 2024 by the Canadian Foundation for Physically Disabled Persons and the Charles 1l Coronation Medal
in 2025. These prestigious honors acknowledge his unwavering dedication to social good and his outstanding
contributions across continents.

The Distinguished Services Award 2025 is awarded to Navaratna (Norton) Kothari in honor of his lifelong commitment
to service, philanthropy, and global impact. Through his achievements, Navaratna (Norton) Kothari has brought great
honour to his alma mater, BITS Pilani, and continues to inspire future generations of BITSians.

Mr. Venu Palaparthi (For his significant contribution to BITS Pilani and Societ

Venu Palaparthi obtained his B.E. (Hons.) in Computer Science and M.Sc. (Hons.) in Economics
from BITS Pilani in the year 1992. He is currently the COO of DriveWealth. Over the course of
his three-decade-long career, Venu has led operations, market structure, strategy, trading,
compliance, and regulatory affairs. Prior to his current role, he was a member of the
management team at Patomak Global Partners, Dash Financial, Virtu Financial, Nasdag, and
Instinet.

Venu Palaparthi is recognized as a co-founder and one of the pioneering BITSians behind
BITSAA International. He has been instrumental in leading BITSAA International globally by
catalyzing chapter formation across over 20 cities. He has also led the New York—New Jersey BITSAA Chapters and
has consistently contributed to building a strong alumni network in the United States. His philanthropic vision led to
BITSAA International’s early fundraising efforts, including the creation of the Vamsi Pendyala and S.S. Seshadri
Memorial Scholarships - the first-ever alumni-funded merit-cum-need scholarships at BITS Pilani - as well as the Leuna
Harkawat Memorial Award and the BITSunami initiative.

He was a key member of the leadership teams of BITSConnect and the BITSAA Global Meet. In 2014, during the BITSAA
Global Meet, he conceptualized and launched the BITS Alumni Mentoring Program (BITS AMP), a unique one-on-one
mentorship program that has connected hundreds of BITSians with mentors across industries and geographies. His
personal generosity has extended to helping many BITSian students and alumni in times of crisis, both through direct
support and organizing fundraising initiatives.

Beyond BITS, Venu has been involved with a range of causes in the educational space and through the Palaparthi
Foundation, a non-profit committed to supporting Indians with disabilities by providing training, assistive devices, and
medical equipment. Venu is also the co-founder of DreamCricket, an enterprise that has become a leading voice for
cricket in North America.

His efforts in cricket development have focused on creating competitive cricket opportunities for youth, enhancing access
to cricket infrastructure, and nurturing youth cricket in the U.S., significantly contributing to the sport’s growth in America.

The Distinguished Services Award 2025 is awarded to Venu Palaparthi in recognition of his exemplary service to BITS
Pilani and its alumni network. Through his achievements, Venu Palaparthi has brought great honour to his alma mater,
BITS Pilani, and continues to inspire future generations of BITSians.
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Mr. Tanmaya Lal (For his significant contribution to BITS Pilani and Societ

Tanmaya Lal, a member of the 1982 batch, obtained his B.E. (Hons.) and M.Sc. (Hons.)
Biological Sciences degrees from BITS Pilani in the year 1987. He is currently serving as
Secretary (West) at the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA), Government of India. His current
responsibilities include a direct advisory role to the political leadership.

In his 34 years as an Indian diplomat, he has served across continents and worked on diverse
issues, including India’s engag ement with Europe, Africa, Central and Southeast Asia, the UN,
EU, Commonwealth, and counter-terrorism. He has led Indian teams in key multilateral
negotiations on Climate Change, SDGs, and the Global Digital Compact, and has overseen
south-south cooperation and large-scale development projects.

Tanmaya Lal brings together a strong technical background and four years of industry experience (ONGC and CCIl) with
deep expertise in economic diplomacy, spanning trade, investment, technology, defence, and academic collaboration.
He has led strategic policy and outreach efforts and was honoured with the S.K. Singh Award for Excellence in the Indian
Foreign Service in 2013.

As Ambassador to Sweden and Latvia (2020-2024), Tanmaya Lal advanced bilateral ties and promoted innovation in
clean technologies such as green steel, cement, and electric mobility. He also fostered investment and talent linkages,
representing India at key sustainability forums across the Nordic and Baltic regions.

As High Commissioner to Mauritius (2019—2020), he oversaw key India-assisted infrastructure projects such as the Metro
Express, a hospital, the Supreme Court building, and housing developments. He also led COVID-19 relief efforts,
responded to an oil spill crisis, and supported capacity-building initiatives.

During his tenure as Ambassador/Deputy Permanent Representative to the United Nations in New York (2016—2018),
he led Indian negotiating teams on a wide range of issues, including climate, health, development, technology, oceans,
human rights, and more.

Earlier, he served as Deputy High Commissioner and Deputy Permanent Representative to UNEP & UN-Habitat in
Nairobi, Kenya (2010-2013), with concurrent accreditation to Somalia and Eritrea, where he worked on regional
development cooperation in East Africa. As Deputy Chief of Mission and Deputy Permanent Representative to
UNESCAP in Bangkok, Thailand (2007-2010), he contributed to India’s engagement with Southeast Asia and ASEAN
countries. In addition, he has served in Indian Missions in Germany, Iran, and Austria, and held several portfolios in
Delhi, including as Regional Passport Officer, Delhi.

Over the years, Tanmaya Lal has contributed significantly to building India’s global partnerships with a strong emphasis
on innovation, climate action, sustainability, academic linkages, capacity building, and regional and multilateral coalitions.

The Distinguished Services Award 2025 is awarded to Tanmaya Lal in recognition of his exceptional contributions to
global diplomacy and public service. Through his achievements, Tanmaya Lal has brought great honour to his alma
mater, BITS Pilani, and continues to inspire future generations of BITSians.

Mr. Kailash Gupta (For his significant contribution to BITS Pilani and Society)

Kailash Gupta obtained his B.E. (Hons.) from BITS Pilani in the year 1985. He is the Founder
and CEO of ETSC Computers Pvt. Ltd. and Buck-up, ventures through which he has created
impactful IT infrastructure solutions and employment opportunities. A committed member of the
BITSAA International Board, Kailash has been at the forefront of numerous BITSAA initiatives.
He also served as the Chairperson of the BITSAA Global Meet 2023 (BGM-23), held in Jaipur,
which set new benchmarks in alumni engagement and community collaboration.

Kailash Gupta has shown a deep and sustained commitment to the BITSian community over
the years. He led the BITSAA Jaipur Chapter for several years, during which the chapter
actively contributed to society, notably by providing oxygen concentrators to BITSian and non-BITSian families during
the COVID-19 pandemic. Through his startup Buck-up, Kailash has promoted mental health awareness, aligning with
BITSAA Sahaaya’s mission to support emotional and psychological well-being within the alumni network. He has played
an instrumental role in helping BITS Pilani through key activities such as NIRF visits, establishing Practice School stations
during COVID-19, and facilitating collaborations between BITS and the Government of Rajasthan.

As Chairperson of BGM-23, Kailash’s visionary leadership introduced several firsts. These included the Pilani Sharks
session, on-the-spot startup funding from BITSian angel investors amounting to nearly USD 1 million, networking and
mentoring sessions for startups and students from all BITS campuses (Pilani, Hyderabad, Goa, Dubai, BITSoM Mumbai,
and WILP), and special sessions designed to empower BITSian women.

Kailash also played a pivotal role in fostering entrepreneurship by facilitating a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
between TiE Rajasthan, BITS Pilani, and BITSAA Jaipur, aimed at nurturing the startup ecosystem through collaborative
activities. His ongoing association with TiE Rajasthan and iStart, a Government of Rajasthan initiative, has been
instrumental in bringing state-level startup support to the BITSian community.

The Distinguished Services Award 2025 is awarded to Kailash Gupta in recognition of his remarkable dedication to BITS
Pilani, its alumni network, and society at large. Through his achievements, Kailash Gupta has brought great honour to
his alma mater, BITS Pilani, and continues to inspire future generations of BITSians.




Annual Report 2025 - A quick glance

Dr. Rakesh Suri (For his significant contribution to BITS Pilani and Societ

Rakesh Suri obtained his B.E. (Hons.) in Electronics Engineering from BITS Pilani in the year
1983. He also holds a Ph.D. in Business Administration from Aligarh Muslim University (AMU).
With over four decades of experience in the global IT industry, Dr. Suri has held several senior
leadership roles, including as CEO of the | T Division at DCM

Limited, where he managed global operations. He also founded Techdriveinc before dedicating
himself to a full-time social mission. Currently, he is the Founder and CEO of Computer
Shiksha, an NGO focused on imparting free computer literacy to children of under-served
communities in schools across India. His endeavor is to make every child in school in India
computer literate by 2047.

Dr. Suri's most significant contribution to society has been through Computer Shiksha (CS), which he founded to bridge
the digital divide in India. Under his leadership, the organization has reached its fundamental computer literacy services
to 3500+ schools across 28 states and 4 UTs, impacting 10.9 lakhs children from under-served schools. CS services
have reached schools in 426 districts including 85 aspirational districts. The program offers a 1 to 3-years computer
literacy curriculum completely free of charge. CS is adding 8 to 10 schools a day to its program.

His innovative model partners with schools and NGOs to establish labs using refurbished computers and offers a
comprehensive package that includes self-learning video courseware in multiple Indian languages, teacher training,
regular monitoring, certification, and free lifetime maintenance support. This sustainable model not only imparts digital
skills but also fosters employment opportunities by training local teachers and facilitators.

Dr. Suri’s pioneering work has received widespread acclaim. In 2017, he was recognized by The New Indian Express as
one of “18 People to Watch” in India, a testament to the national impact of his efforts in democratizing access to
technology and education. He was recognized for his contribution towards nation building and received Indian Achievers
Award in June 2023 from Indian Achievers’ Forum and was chosen as one of the “50 Fabulous Innovation Leaders” by
World Innovation Congress in 2020. CS was chosen as “Top 5 Best NGOs in the year 2025” by Brand Honchos in Global
CSR & ESG Awards.

The Distinguished Services Award 2025 is awarded to Dr. Rakesh Suri in recognition of his outstanding commitment to
social transformation through digital literacy. Through his achievements, Dr. Rakesh Suri has brought great honour to
his alma mater, BITS Pilani, and continues to inspire future generations of BITSians.

YOUNG ACHIEVERS AWARDS - 2025
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A.1 HIGHLIGHTS OF ACHIEVEMENTS DURING THE YEAR 2024

1. Ranking of BITS PILANI released by various International and National agencies.

INTERNATIONAL RANKINGS

Agency Heading WR 2025 IR 2025
World University Ranking 668* 19*
Engineering & Technology 250 13
Natural Sciences 451-500 13
QS Asia Ranking 154* 12*
Pharmacy & Pharmacology 84 1
Electrical and Electronics Engineering 251-300 11
Chemical Engineering 301-350 12
Qs Mechanical Engineering 251-300 11
Computer Science 301-350 12
Civil & Structural 201-275 8
Chemistry 401-450 14
Mathematics 351-400 13
Business & Management Studies 451-500 19
Physics & Astronomy 401-450 10
Materials Science 401-550 14
World University Ranking 601-800 12
WUR for Subject Life Science 401-500 6
Times Higher WUR for Subjects Physical Sciences 601-800 16
Education (THE) | WUR for Subject Engineering 601-800 20
WUR for Subject Computer Sciences 601-800 19
Medical and Health 301-400 3
*in 2026
NATIONAL RANKINGS 2025
Overall 16
University 7
NIRF Engineering 11
Pharmacy 2
Research 18
All India's Best Engineering College 7
Top Private Engineering College 1
India Today Top Technical Universities in India 10
All India Private Technical University 3
All India Technical Uni. North Zone 1
All India Technical University 7
All India Technical Uni. North Zone 4
The WEEK All India Private & Deemed Tech. Uni. 1
North Zone Private & Deemed Tech. Uni. 1
All India Deemed Technical Uni. 1
North Zone Deemed Technical Uni. 1
Times Top Engineering Institute 1
Careers360 Top Universities In India 1
Computer Science (IR) 2023-2024
BITS Pilani — Goa Campus 8
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2.

A total of 150730 candidates, including 48200 girls, from all over the country applied for BITSAT-2025 test. The
candidates had the option of choosing their own centers, date and time for the test, which was conducted two
times during May 26 to 30, 2025 and June 22 to 26, 2025.
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Nine (09) Board toppers of Class XIlI of 2025 have joined three campuses of BITS Pilani this year.

A total of 5570 candidates, including 1665 girls, from all over the country applied for Higher Degree Programs. A
total of 2452 candidates, including 737 girls, applied through both GATE/GPAT and HD TEST admission mode.

1188 applications were also received for admissions in MBA in Business Analytics Programme.

A total of 2390 candidates, including 1342 girls applied for Ph.D. Programmes in First Semester and a total of
2077 candidates, including 1069 girls applied for Ph.D. Programmes in Second Semester.

Pilani Campus

1.

The Conference on Translating Pharmaceutical Innovations to Reality (TPIR) 2025 was organized by the
Department of Pharmacy, BITS Pilani, Pilani Campus on January 17-18, 2025, in association with the
Translational Biomedical Research Society (TBRS) and BITS—Technology Enabling Centre. The conference
brought together experts from academia, industry, and research to discuss advancements in the pharmaceutical
sector and strategies for translating innovations into real-world applications. The inaugural ceremony at J.C.
Chaudhary NAB Auditorium was graced by Mr. Sushrut Kulkarni, Global Head (R&D), Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories,
along with Col. Soumyabrata Chakraborty (Retd.), Registrar, BITS Pilani, and Prof. N. V. M. Rao, Dean of
Administration. The event featured impact talks on recent research, a panel discussion on bridging the gap
between academia, industry, and society, and a masterclass for young researchers. Organized as part of BITS
Pilani’s 60 years of excellence celebrations, TPIR 2025 highlighted the institute’s commitment to fostering
innovation and addressing global healthcare challenges.

The Teaching Learning Centre (TLC), BITS Pilani, Pilani Campus organized “Transforming Education and High
Impact Leadership (TEACH 2025)”, a five-day residential programme held from January 25-29, 2025, aimed at
strengthening educational practices and leadership among educators. The programme covered key areas such
as leadership, change management, HR, communication, entrepreneurship, innovation, counseling, and
stakeholder engagement. Prof. V. Ramgopal Rao, Vice-Chancellor, BITS Pilani, spoke on the transformation of
higher education and the role of NEP 2020, emphasizing ethics in Al-driven learning. Prof. Sudhirkumar Barai,
Director, BITS Pilani, Pilani Campus, highlighted the institution’s impact on education and entrepreneurship, while
Prof. Shibani Khanra Jha, Faculty-In-Charge, TLC, discussed creative thinking, strategic leadership, and NEP
2020 frameworks for skill development. Col. Soumyabrata Chakraborty (Retd.), Registrar, emphasized
collaboration and knowledge sharing. The programme featured eminent speakers including Mr. R.
Subrahmanyam (IAS), Prof. Jandhyala B. G. Tilak, Mr. Pradeep Sethi, Dr. Vinnie Jauhari, Dr. Vipul Vyas, Prof.
Neerja Pande, and Mr. Arvind Soundarajan, who shared insights on education, leadership, and organizational
development.

BITS Pilani celebrated its 74th Founder’s Day on February 2, 2025 with floral tributes to Founder Chairman Late
Shri G.D. Birla and Thyagaraja Aradhana by Ragamalika. A cultural programme was held in the Central
Auditorium, where institute leaders and Student Union members lit the ceremonial lamp followed by Saraswati
Vandana. The institute honoured teaching and non-teaching staff for 25+ years of service, presented the Best
Employee Awards, Best Performance Awards, and Certificates of Appreciation, and felicitated retiring staff.

BITS Pilani, Pilani Campus hosted the “International Conference on Greener Technologies in Mechanical
Engineering” (ICGTME-2025) on February 3, 2025, bringing together experts from academia and industry to
discuss sustainable engineering solutions. The conference was inaugurated by Chief Guest Prof. Pradip Dutta
(IISc Bangalore) and Guest of Honour Prof. Dr.-Ing. Stephan Kabelac (Leibniz University Hannover) in the
presence of institute leaders including Prof. Sudhirkumar Barai and Prof. NVM Rao. A pre-conference workshop
on Greener Technologies and Sustainable Assessment was also held on February 2 with external participants
and school students. Speakers highlighted BITS Pilani’'s commitment to sustainable engineering, global
collaborations, and the vital role of mechanical engineering in advancing renewable energy and green
technologies.

BITS Pilani, Pilani Campus hosted the Digital India Talk Show on February 11, 2025, with participation from the
Goa, Hyderabad, and Mumbai campuses through online mode. The event focused on promoting awareness of
Digital India initiatives and digital transformation in higher education. Experts from the Digital India Corporation
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