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Over the past twenty-five years, India has moved from a largely impoverished, 
underdeveloped country to a bustling, innovative, fast-changing society.  

In his new book 'The Elephant, the Tiger, and the Cell Phone: India, the Emerging 21st-
Century Power', celebrated author Shashi Tharoor discusses and demystifies the vast 
changes that have taken place in India to transform this once sleeping giant into an 
emerging world leader. 

Shashi Tharoor 

Shashi Tharoor (born 9 March 1956) is the Indian Minister of State for External Affairs and a 

member of the Indian Parliament from the Trivandrum constituency in Kerala. He served as 

the UN Under-Secretary General for Communications and Public Information between June 

2002 and February 2007, during the term of Secretary-General Kofi Annan at the United 

Nations. In 2006, he was the official candidate of India for the office of United Nations 

Secretary-General, and came second out of seven official candidates in the race. He is also a 

prolific author, columnist, journalist, human-rights advocate, humanitarian and adviser or 

fellow of various institutions, including the International Committee of the Red Cross, 

the Aspen Institute, and the USC Center on Public Diplomacy. 
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